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Visual culture is central to how we communicate. Our lives are dominated by images and by visual

technologies that allow for the local and global circulation of ideas, information, and politics. In this

increasingly visual world, how can we best decipher and understand the many ways that our

everyday lives are organized around looking practices and the many images we encounter each

day? Now in a new edition, Practices of Looking: An Introduction to Visual Culture provides a

comprehensive and engaging overview of how we understand a wide array of visual media and how

we use images to express ourselves, to communicate, to play, and to learn. Marita Sturken and Lisa

Cartwright--two leading scholars in the emergent and dynamic field of visual culture and

communication--examine the diverse range of approaches to visual analysis and lead students

through key theories and concepts.  Using clear, accessible language, vivid examples, and more

than 250 full-color illustrations, the authors both explain and apply theory as they discuss how we

see paintings, prints, photographs, film, television, video, advertisements, the news, the Internet,

digital media, and visualization techniques in medicine and science. This truly interdisciplinary text

bridges art history, film, media, and cultural studies to investigate how images carry meaning within

and between different cultural arenas in everyday life, from art and commerce to science and the

law. Sturken and Cartwright analyze images in relation to a wide spectrum of cultural and

representational issues (desire, power, the gaze, bodies, sexuality, and ethnicity) and

methodologies (semiotics, Marxism, psychoanalysis, feminism, and postcolonial theory). 

Thoroughly updated to incorporate cutting-edge theoretical research, the second edition examines

the following new topics: the surge of new media technologies; the impact of globalization on the

flow of information and media form and content; and how nationalism and security concerns have

changed our looking practices in the aftermath of 9/11. Challenging yet accessible, Practices of

Looking is ideal for courses across a range of disciplines, including media and film studies,

communications, art history, and photography.  Beautifully designed and now in a larger format and

in full color throughout, Practices of Looking is an invaluable guide to understanding the

complexities, contradictions, and pleasures of the visual world.
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Practices of Looking makes the subject matter and critical apparatus of visual culture studies

accessible and clear. As a text, it communicates the complex ideas that animate the field without

falling into jargon and murky writing. This is a book that respects the intelligence of its audience,

which ranges from undergraduates just discovering visual culture to graduate students refining their

own approaches to the visual universe. * Bernard Herman, University of Delaware * This textbook is

a comprehensive survey of theoretical, historical, social, and legal issues in visual culture. Well

written and well argued, this textbook is suited for an introductory or a more advanced

undergraduate course in visual culture or communication. . . . I've used Practices of Looking before

and my students loved it. * Marina Levina, University of California, Berkeley * This is that rarest of

textbooks * clear enough for undergraduates and challenging enough to use with graduate students.

Simply the best introduction we have to the most important issues in thinking about the visual from

an interdisciplinary perspective. *

Marita Sturken is Professor of Media, Culture, and Communication at New York University.  Lisa

Cartwright is Professor of Communication and Science Studies at the University of California at San

Diego.

This is by far the best introductory text on visual culture I have personally come across. I strongly

disagree with some previous reviewers that say the writing is "pompous" or "needlessly complex

When I was looking for a textbook for my visual sociology class I went through several highly

academic and rather deadly boring books. Then I came across this one. While it is not exactly what I

wanted, it does cover about 90% of the needs for this class. Chapters are set in a logical order and



take into account political, commercial as well as sociological and cultural aspects of "looking at"

photos, sculptures, paintings, TV and films. All of this is combined with an historical frame. The

terminology is well defined and placed into context with understandable examples. The photos and

paintings, propaganda material and TV adds are valuable and relevant to the what is covered in the

text. It is a readable text but there is one drawback....the authors beat the proverbial dead house

when it comes to discussion. Like many academics, including some of my own colleagues, they like

to hear themselves talk and, in this case, being read. I am more the..make your point and move on

type. So while the book could probably be better edited, it is nonetheless a most valuable source in

the practice of looking.

The book has a few really interesting points, but those ponts take up about 1 page in 15.

Surrounding each interesting or helpful tidbit is much more arbitrary information that makes you

wish the book would just get to the point already. The book could have been edited down to at least

half its size and would have been more effective. Unfortunately i need this for a class and have to

just deal with the poor setup. I would not reccomend buying or using this text.

This book is part of a course I am taking. You never know what book will impact you forever. This

one did that for me. It was interesting reading and demanded that you think about the world and

how constructs are created all around you without you ever giving it a thought.

everything was great!

it wasn't bad, but it wasn't interesting either

Purchased this book for school. Its a first semester art class book but in order to read and

understand what they are saying you have to have a higher knowledge of the arts. Not an entry

level book. It is though, a very thorough book and can teach you a lot if you have the basic art

terminology down.

this a great textbook for introduction tnm visual culture
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